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▪ Is it possible to visit death row inmates? Who can visit?

▪ Is it possible to write letters? Who can write the letters? 

▪The death row inmate willing to talk or write letters to you? 

▪Can you mutually understanding each other? 

▪Therefore, getting to know death row inmates has many 
ways and must be more than one way.  





▪ Deliberating the Abolition of Capital Punishment (Research, 
Development and Evaluation Commission, Executive Yuan, 1994)

▪ From 1955 to 1992

▪ Executed 482 death row inmates

▪ The profile of death row prisoners 
▪ Offenses of Homicide

▪ First offender 

▪ Age 18 to 30

▪ Education level of middle school or below 

▪ Unemployed or manual labor



▪ January, 2010 with the help of The Prison Fellowship Taiwan, we 
collected 38 questionnaires from 44 death row prisoners. Results are 
shown as below: 

• 68% has below middle school education level. Only 9% has 
college education. 

• 78% are Blue-collar worker and manual worker. 6% are 
unemployed. 

• 30% had their first offense before age 30. 32% had their first 
offense between the age 30 to 39. 35% had their first offense 
between age 40 to 49. 3% had first offense above age 50. 



▪ General information on the death row inmates are similar with the 
1994 government’s study but…

▪ Something is different…

▪ How did you have a lawyer ? 
▪ 23% hired a lawyer during The First Instance. 77% had public 

defender or legal aid lawyer

▪ 30% hired a lawyer during the Second Instance. 65% had 
public defender or legal aid lawyer

▪ 14% hired a lawyer during the third instance. 55% had public 
defender or legal aid lawyer

▪ 32% did not have lawyer. 





▪There were 124 people 
got sentenced to death  
between 2000 to 2015. 
TAEDP was involved 
with 67 cases, a total of 
75 inmates. 





▪ Chang Chuan-Fen, 2017, Eotvos Lorand University,



▪10 cases were mentally 
challenged

▪Why were they 
sentenced to death? 

▪Problem with 
psychological evaluation 

▪Problem with judges 












